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PRESS RELEASE 

 

EU Culture Council on Corona crisis: Pearle* welcomes the exchange of information of EU 

Culture ministers and underlines the extreme urgency to give immediate and long-term 

support for the live performance 

 

*** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ***  

 

(Brussels, 9 April 2020) 

 

On 8 April 2020, Culture Ministers from all 27 EU Member States virtually met to discuss 

national and European measures to mitigate the impact of the Corona crisis on the cultural 

sector. Pearle* - Live Performance Europe welcomes the initiative of the Croatian Presidency 

of having organised the exchange. 

 

After the meeting, Croatian Culture Minister Nina Obuljen Koržinek emphasised the 

extremely difficult situation of the cultural and creative sectors hardly hit by the crisis and 

the lockdown. Culture Ministers also expressed concerns about the quick recovery of cultural 

sectors after the immediate crisis and announced to assess the post crisis period and look 

into joint action.  

 

Pearle* President Morten Gjelten said: “Joint action at EU level in addition to national 

measures is urgently needed if we want to put live performance organisations back on track. 

We want to ensure that our citizens can continue to enjoy culture, that’s why we need to act 

now and think about extra financial support and appropriate, sustainable measures in the 

field of employment, taxes, cross-border mobility, and others.”   

 

Pearle* welcomes the sector-specific initiatives in the context of Creative Europe which 

Commissioner Mariya Gabriel presented to Culture Ministers, including a call for a support 

scheme on the cross-border dimension of performing arts towards digital and virtual mobility 

– worth 2 million €. 

 

Whilst Pearle* welcomes the Commission proposal to set up a platform for Member States to 

share best practices and a platform for the sectors to come up with proposals, it is 

regrettable that this comes as such late moment when initiatives already have been taken 

and plenty of proposals already conveyed. Now should be the time to set up a Taskforce on 

how to put the sector back on track. 

 



Pearle urges Member States who haven’t done it yet to use all available European schemes 

– including the Corona Response Investment Initiative – to alleviate the devastating effects 

of the lockdowns for the live performance sector crisis and ensure that the whole ecosystem 

of our sector can continue to exist.  

 

Pearle* - Live Performance Europe and its member federation in the Member States stand 

ready to give further input which concrete measures are needed for the sector to overcome 

difficult weeks, months and years ahead.   

 

Read our statements and letters signed: 

- Pearle* Statement of 19 March 

- Joint letter of the music sector of 3 April 

- Joint statement with the unions of 12 March 

- Open letter to the EU demanding support for cultural creators, #saveEUculture 

campaign of MEPs 

 

***Ends*** 

 

Contact details: 

Anita Debaere 

Director Pearle* - Live Performance Europe 

Square Sainctelette 19/6 – B-1000 Brussels 

Tel +32 2 203 62 96, Mobile +32 478 269 095 

anita@pearle.eu   

www.pearle.eu  

 

Editor’s note: 

PEARLE* – Live Performance Europe, is the ‘Performing Arts Employers’ Associations 

League Europe’. Pearle* represents through its member associations the interests of more 

than 10,000 organisations including orchestras, music ensembles, groups, festivals, concert 

halls and producers across Europe. This includes profit as well as non-profit organisations, 

ranging from micro-enterprises to companies over 250 employees. Pearle* is recognised 

by the European Commission as a European sectoral social partner, representing the 

employers in the European sectoral social dialogue committee live performance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pearle.eu/news/pearle-live-performance-europe-calls-the-eu-and-governments-to-provide-targeted-measures-following-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-live-events
https://www.pearle.eu/news/music-sector-joins-together-to-call-for-eu-and-national-investment-to-address-current-crisis-and-promote-diversity
https://www.pearle.eu/news/covid19-fim-fia-uni-mei-and-pearle-urge-governments-to-take-emergency-measures-in-support-of-the-live-performance-sector
https://www.openpetition.eu/petition/online/open-letter-to-the-eu-demanding-support-for-the-cultural-and-creative-sectors-in-the-covid-19-crisis
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